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L’Affalre Ben Barka
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HE CASE of Mchdi
the émigré Moroccan opposition

heart of Paris on Oclober 20 last and
is believed to have been murdered,

and politicat’ scandal. On January 20
French Public Prosecutor Guy Cha-
“vanon announced that Judge Louis
Zollinger, in charge of the investiga-
tlon, had issued international arrest
warrants for Moroccan Home Min-
istor General Mohammed Oufkir,
Moroccan  security chief Major
Mohammed Diimi, and Moroccan
secret service chiel Miloud Chtoulkd,
According to France Presse, the in-
ternattonal Police Association (Inter-
pol) has sent the arrest watrrants {o
. all the signatories of the agreement
on extradition of criminals, with the
exceptlon of Morocco. This agree-
ment binds the signatory countries to
arrest the three Moroccans as soon
as ihey are discovered.
The French judiclal authorities
took this decislon after a special
Cabinét meeting called to discuss

prise organized from abroad with

secret agents and pollce.”

Gillet from Rabat. Before his de-

hima a note saylng the lnvestlgatlon

into the Ben Darke case had
confirmed that the Morocom Home
<Minlster @nd gome, oﬂ hu cubpfdl-

Ben Barka,

has grown into a big Intgrnatlonal'

nales “personally participated in tha X

. final stages of the operation.”

leader who was kidnapped In the -

To demand the arrest of another .'
country’s Home Minister and his .},
aides is an extraordinary thing. The
‘French authorities decided on this

step only after they had thoroughiy
invesiigated their part in the Ben
Barka case.
have not yet been published, but
French press reports give the fol-
lowing picture.

The Moroccan secret
ordered to do away with the leader
of the Influential opposition Nationat

Union of People’s Forces, resolved to _.

do so with the hands of French

gangsters. The job of tracking Ben - '

Barka down was given to Chtoukl,
who established contact with a shady -

"character known'as Georges Figon, -~

This Figon was sentenced to

‘twenty years hard labour in 1033 ’
‘for robbery and shootlng at the .|

- - police. Paroled in 1061, he went into -

".bird agreed, for a

the Ben Barka case. On the conclu-
sion of the meeting, Secretary of .
State for In(ormatlon Yvon Bourges
told reporiers that the French govern-.
ment had ordered a thorough in-
vestigation of this “criminal enter-

the connivance of certain French,.
On January 23 the French govern-l,j'
ment recalled Ambassador Robert

business, Last year the tormer 3ali-
‘handsome

_remuneration, to recruit gangaters

and kidnap Ben Barka. On Chioukl's '

suggestion, he asked Ben Barka to a.‘ ; E
him on the  anti-colonial n
film “Basia” which he allegediy was ‘.",

. preparing to produce, On October 20 1. .|’
Ben Barka arrived in Paris from ,f, f

“advise"

Geneva to discuss the detalls.

Shortly after his arrival, it may
be recalled, Ben Barka was hatled .

. by .French .police officers Souchon

-

parture, M. Gillet handed Moroccan ..
Foreign Minister Ahmed Taib! Ben-.

&

* Fontenay-le-Vicomte owned by a '

) following day, Generai Outkir and |
: nzﬁor Dilmi’ arrived from .Moroceo

‘and Voitot and bundled Into a walt-,

service, '’

X
[}

The officlal findings. |,
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ing car. Later, 2 group of gangsters

and Moroccar secret agents, includ- ‘., l

ing Chtouki, took him to & villa at

gangster called Boucheseiche. On ehe

lmmédlawy proceedqd fo, thh
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